Population, Refugees, and Migration

U.S. DEPARTMENT of STATE

The Reception and Placement (R&P) Program

Refugees selected for resettlement through
U.S. Refugee Admissions Program are
eligible for Reception and Placement

R&P Resettlement Agencies

BCS: Bethany Christian Services
CWS: Church World Service

(R&P) QSS'_Stance' EaCh_ refugee aPpmVed ECDC: Ethiopian Community Development Council

for admission to the United States is EMM: Episcopal Migration Ministries

sponsored by one of ten resettlement HIAS _ _

agencies, seven of which are faith-based, IRC: International Rescue Committee _
.. LIRS: Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

participating in the R&P Program under a USCCB: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

cooperative agreement with the USCRI: U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants

Department of State. WR: World Relief

Managed by the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM), the R&P Program
provides initial support over a period of 30 to 90 days to help refugees begin their new lives in
the United States. The Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of Refugee
Resettlement works through the states and other non-governmental organizations to provide
longer-term cash and medical assistance, as well as English language, employment, and social
services.

Where are Refugees Resettled?

Representatives from the resettlement agencies meet frequently to review the biographic
information and other case records sent by the Department of State’s overseas Resettlement
Support Centers (RSC), seeking to match the particular needs of each incoming refugee with
the specific resources available in U.S. communities. Through this process, they determine
which resettlement agency will sponsor and where each refugee will be initially resettled in the
United States.
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reunite them. Others are placed where they have the best California 4,366
opportunity for success through employment with the assistance Texas 3,794
of strong community services. Agencies place refugees Washington 2,304
. . A Virginia 1,872
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The Role of the Resettlement Agency

The sponsoring resettlement agency is responsible for placing refugees with one of its local
affiliates and for providing initial services. The Department of State’s cooperative agreement
with each of the resettlement agencies specifies the services the agency must provide. The R&P
Program provides resettlement agencies a one-time payment per refugee to assist with expenses
during a refugee’s first three months in the United States, but the program anticipates that
sponsoring agencies will contribute significant cash or in-kind resources to supplement U.S.
government funding.

What Happens When Refugees Arrive?
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Refugees are eligible for public assistance when they first arrive. Nevertheless, the U.S.
government seeks to promote early economic self-sufficiency through employment to speed
integration into American society. Refugees receive employment authorization upon arrival
and are assisted in becoming employed as soon as possible.

For more information related to the Reception and Placement Program, please visit
https://www.state.gov/refugee-admissions/reception-and-placement/.
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